vi                 EUROPE FROM 911 TO 1198

In one respect this volume differs from its pre-
decessors in the series, in the absence (apart from an
introductory outline of Europe) of sketch maps.
This was found necessary, owing to the recent heavy
rise in the costs of book-production, in order to avoid
the greater evil of an increase in the price of the book.
Though I had prepared other maps, I was only too
glad to jettison them. I have never found small-scale
uncoloured maps to be of any value; an historical
student must equip himself with an historical atlas
containing coloured maps. My attitude to the biblio-
graphies, which may invite some criticism, I have
explained in a preliminary note.

This book has occupied my spare time during the
past seven years, and I can only hope that it does not
betray too many signs of having been written thus,
unavoidably, piecemeal. I have certain, most grate-
ful, acknowledgements to make. Firstly, to my wife,
who undertook the typing of the whole manuscript.
Secondly, to my colleague, Mr. Philip Grierson, who
read through the typed manuscript and enabled me
to make a number of important and necessary cor-
rections before the book was in proof. Lastly, to
my wife again, and also to my three sons, who
rendered me invaluable assistance throughout the
reading of the proofs and in the laborious task of
compiling the Index.

Z. N. B.
September, 1938